
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

      
   

 
  

 
      

 
   

 
   

 
 

      
   

   
 

     
 

    
 

   
 

  
    

 
          

   
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

  
 

 

   
   
  
   
   

  
  

  
    
   
   
   

Eddie Cook, Maricopa County  Assessor  
Data Downloads Guide 

Utilize this guide to learn how to find the public dataset that fits your needs, download the files,
open the files, and troubleshoot most common issues. 

1. Choose the right dataset. 

a. Navigate to the Data Downloads webpage on the Maricopa County Assessor’s Office website. 

b. Scroll down until you reach the bullet list of files. 

i. Data Files: These datasets are extracted from our Assessor database used for valuation and tax 
roll generation. 

ii. Geo Spatial Data: These datasets are extracted from our Assessor mapping database used for 
tracking parcel boundaries and changes to those parcels through combines, splits, and 
subdivision. 

c. Review the summary for each dataset name. 

i. Each file contains different record types, years, property types, and dates. 

ii. All data files include a file specification. 

d. When you locate a file that seems to contain the information you are looking for, click on the blue 
“Download” hyperlink after the file summary. 

i. This opena the Dataset’s Download page in a new browser tab. The Dataset Download page 
contains additional information about the file type and states when the file was last updated. 

Dataset 
Examples: 

Summary Examples: The summary lists what data is 
included in each column: 

Sales 
Affidavit 

Contains sales data from Sales Affidavits recorded 
with the Maricopa County Recorder’s Office and 
includes the parcel number, grantor, grantee, sales 
date, and sales price. 

1. Parcel Number 
2. Grantor 
3. Grantee 
4. Sales Date 
5. Sales Price 

Secured 
Master 

This includes detailed information regarding the 
parcel, including the owner, property address, legal 
description, legal classification, valuations, etc. 

1. Owner 
2. Property Address 
3. Legal Description 
4. Legal Classification 
5. Valuations, etc. 
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Eddie Cook, Maricopa County  Assessor  
Data Downloads Guide 

Notice of  
Value  

Contains parcels scheduled to receive an Annual  
Valuation Notice.  Includes the parcel number, owner  
name, and value.  

1.  Parcel  Number   
2.  Owner  Name  
3.  Current and Previous  Tax  

Year  Values  

2. Download and unzip the dataset file. 

a. Verify the format of the dataset and the last updated date on the Dataset Download page to confirm the 
file should contain the information you need. 

b. Click the “Download” button on the Dataset Download page. The download begins automatically. 

i. Dataset files are very large and may take some time to download. Please ensure your computer 
can download large files (your system storage needs space to save the file). 

c. Your browser may show a popup once the download is complete. Check the Downloads folder on your 
computer to locate your selected dataset. 

d. If the download is a ZIP, extract it first so you can open and search the contents. 

e. Double-click on the file to open. Check the dataset details on the Dataset Download page to verify the 
format the dataset is provided in and the last updated date of the dataset. You may use another program 
of your choice to read large files, depending on the contents. 

i. Warning: Public datasets can be very large. Some files may contain hundreds of thousands of 
rows, which can cause them to open slowly or fail to load in certain software applications. It is 
your responsibility to ensure you have the appropriate tools, software, and storage location 
available to open, manage, or convert the dataset as needed. 

f. Confirm you are viewing the actual data file, not the compressed folder. 

If You See This Issue… Try This… 
The file opens slowly or
freezes 

Close other programs and try again, or use software designed for 
large data files. 

Excel does not show all 
rows 

The file may be too large or may need to be opened with database 
or data-viewer software. 

The data looks unformatted Use text-to-columns, filters, or import tools in your software. 
Formatting may vary by program. 

LET-067  V0                          DATA DOWNLOADS GUIDE  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

   
 

       
 

 
 

    
  

 
  

 
        

    
 

      
 

 
     

 
 

         
 

 
    

  
 
 

 

   
   

 

  
 

  
 

 
   

 

 
  

 

      
  

    

Eddie Cook, Maricopa County  Assessor  
Data Downloads Guide 

3. Search or filter the data. 

a. Use Ctrl + F to search for keywords, such as parcel number, owner name, or other known values. 

b. If the file has been converted into a table, use column filters to narrow the file by year, date, parcel number, 
property type, or address. 

c. Keep in mind: 

i. For year-related searches, make sure you are filtering the correct field. Sale Date, Tax Year, 
Notice Year, and Effective Year may mean different things. 

ii. Try searching for parcel numbers with and without hyphens, spaces, or leading zeroes if your 
first search does not work. 

iii. If you are looking for current-year records, check both the dataset description and the date fields 
inside the file. 

iv. The best search method depends on the type of file you downloaded. ZIP and TXT files behave 
differently. 

If the file is… What to do First How to Search or Filter 
ZIP 
a compressed folder 
that contains the data 
file. 

Right-click the ZIP file and choose 
Extract All or Open. Look for the 
actual CSV, TXT, XLSX, or other data 
file inside. 

Do not search using only the ZIP folder 
name. Open the files in the ZIP archive 
and search for the desired information 
within the file contents. 

TXT 
A plain text file. It may 
be very large. 

Open with Notepad, Notepad++, Excel 
import, or another text/data viewer. 
Large TXT files may open slowly in 

Use Ctrl + F to search for exact text. 
Try parcel numbers with and without 
hyphens. If the text is separated by 
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Eddie Cook, Maricopa County  Assessor  
Data Downloads Guide 

basic programs.  commas, tabs, or pipes, import it into 
Excel or another program and split it 
into columns. 

d. Filtering examples: 

Goal Try This 
To find a parcel number Use Ctrl + F and search for the parcel number. If it 

does not appear, try removing hyphens, spaces, or 
leading zeroes. 

To find records from a specific year Use the column filter for the correct date or year 
field. A file may include sale date, tax year, notice 
year, or effective year - these are not always the 
same. 

To find an address Search for only the first part of the street name. 
Addresses may be abbreviated or formatted 
differently, such as ST instead of STREET. Avoid 
typing the city, state, and zip code as this might be 
in a different column. 

To find a sale record Filter the sales-related date column or sort newest-
to-oldest, then narrow by parcel number or other 
sale information. 

4. Troubleshooting Checklist 

☐ Did I download the correct dataset for the type of information I need? 

☐ Did I extract or open the ZIP file before searching? 

☐ Did I search the data file inside the ZIP folder? 

☐ Did I search using the correct column or field? 

☐ Did I use the correct year field, such as sale date, tax year, notice year, or effective year? 

☐ Did I try the parcel number with and without dashes, spaces, or leading zeroes? 

☐ Did I check the file date or update information? 
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Eddie Cook, Maricopa County  Assessor  
Data Downloads Guide 

☐ Did I try a simpler search, such as parcel number only or street name only? 

☐ Is the file too large for the program I am using? 

5. Frequently Asked Questions 

Why can't I find records for the year I expected? 

Some datasets include multiple date or year fields. Make sure you are filtering the correct field, such as sale 
date, tax year, notice year, or effective year. Also, check when the dataset was last updated. If you need prior 
years that are not available on the website, contact AssessorDataSales@maricopa.gov to ask whether the 
data is available. 

Why is the file so large? 

Maricopa County has over 1.8 million real property parcels and personal property accounts, so some public 
data files contain many records depending on the scope of information captured. Large files may require more 
advanced software or additional time to open and filter. 

Can the Assessor's Office format or convert the data for me? 

The Assessor’s Office can provide general guidance about which publicly available datasets may contain 
certain information. The Assessor’s Office does not provide custom spreadsheet formatting, data conversion, 
software training, or individualized analysis. 

What should I do if my software will not open the file? 

Try using software designed for large CSV, TXT, database, or GIS files. 

Service Reminder 
The Assessor's Office can help identify available public data sources and explain general dataset 
purpose. Customers are responsible for downloading, opening, filtering, formatting, and analyzing the 
data using their own software or technical support. 
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